Women’s Issues in the American Political Process

Political Science 336

Spring 2008
M,W,F  -- 9:00-9:50 am

Jennifer M. Piscopo 

Department of Political Science

San Diego State University

Email: jpiscopo@mail.sdsu.edu – best way to communicate

Office: Nasatir Hall 123

Office Hours: Mondays 10:15 am – 12:00  pm – drop-in; no appointment needed

Wednesdays and Fridays – I’m usually around after class, but check my Wednesday/Friday availability in advance if you really need to talk with me.
Course Description

This course introduces advanced undergraduate students to the study of gender in public policy.  The course focuses on the role of the state and the role of women’s movements in defining ideas of gender.  What are men’s and women’s positions in society, and how are these positions shaped by public policy? We begin by looking at women’s citizenship status in the United States in the late 19th and early-mid 20th Century; we will look at the suffrage movement and the movement for the Equal Rights Amendment.  The remaining of the course proceeds topically and addresses current questions of how public policies on women define, shape, and reinforce gender roles.  We will look at family law, welfare, education, employment, sexual harassment, women in the military, violence against women, trafficking in women, and reproductive rights. Special attention will be paid to public policy during the administrations of President George W. Bush.   Students will develop an understanding that public policy and the legal system, far from being anonymous and neutral, affect women’s lives in very particular ways. 

Readings
Required Texts

(1) Rowland, Debran.  (2004)  The Boundaries of Her Body: The Troubling History of Women’s Rights in America.  Naperville: Sphinx Publishing.  
(2) Conway, Margaret, et al.  (2005)  Women and Public Policy.  Congressional Quarterly Press.  3rd Edition.  **you must have the third edition**
(3) Solaro, Erin.  (2007)  Women in the Line of Fire: What You Should Know About Women in the Military. 
(4) Course Packet from Montezuma Publishing. 
Optional

(5) Finlay, Barbara.  (2006)  George W. Bush and the War on Women.  Zed Books.

Blackboard

You are responsible for checking Blackboard regularly.  Announcements, assignments, study guides, and updates to the syllabus are all posted on Blackboard.  Course readings that are handouts or articles not in the Course Packet will also be posted on Blackboard.   Readings posted on Blackboard under “Course Documents” are denoted in the syllabus as (B). 

Policies

(1) Readings – This course is reading intensive.  You must do all the readings before the start of class, and be prepared to discuss the readings in class.  If you cannot (or do not) complete the reading, you will be unable to successfully complete the course assignments.  Lectures will supplement, but not replace, the readings.  Exams and papers are premised on you having done the reading as well as having attended class. 
a. Method to the madness:  do not judge the reading load by the quantity of pages.  Easy readings are longer; difficult readings are shorter.   
b. Also, sometimes the page count includes lots of footnotes! ( 
(2) Attendance -- Attendance is mandatory.  

a. I will take attendance randomly.  

b. Excused absences are due to illness or family emergency or religious observance (emails with reasons such as “I’m sick” or “I had to drive my brother to soccer practice” are not accepted).   Please do not email me such reasons.

c. If you miss a class, do not email me for notes or updates.  Arrange to have a peer provide you with notes and updates from the session you missed. 
d. Lecture notes are not put on blackboard.  You are expected to be in class!
(3) Conduct --  Appropriate and respectful conduct is required.  Please arrive on time.  Please turn off cell phones, i-pods, and other gadgets.  I prefer that you take notes in a notebook.  Students with laptops who appear to be “hiding” behind their laptop screen (playing games, sending email, etc.) will be asked to stop bringing their laptop to class.  

a. Beverages and small snacks are permissible; meals are not permissible.  Examples of permissible snacks – fruit, granola bars, trail mix, yogurt. 

(4) Communication – I use Blackboard, both to post announcements and to send email messages.  You are responsible for any information that is posted on Blackboard or emailed via Blackboard. 
(5) Assignments 
a. Due dates are firm.  No exceptions.  

b. Papers are due at the beginning of class in hard copy.  Emailed documents are not accepted.

c. Papers must be typed, double-spaced, stapled, with page numbers.  

d. Late Paper: late papers are received when they are submitted, in hard copy, to my mailbox in the Political Science department with the administrative assistant’s date and time stamp.  Late Papers are dropped down 1/3 a grade per late day.  Any paper received after the start time of the class on which they are due, but even on the same day, are automatically considered one day late. 

(6) Writing – Writing skills are important.  Writing well is taken seriously in this class.  Good writing builds logical arguments that express your ideas clearly. 

a. For your papers, the grade is inevitably based on how you write—having a strong thesis statement, a good argument, and clarity of exposition distinguishes A papers and B+ papers from B papers and C papers. 
b. Writing help is available on-campus through the following:

i. Student Academic Services Center (619-594-5221).     
ii. Rhetoric and Writing Studies Lab has office hours in Adams Humanities.  I will post these on Blackboard once they are confirmed for the semester. 
iii. I am happy to provide assistance with developing a thesis statement and advancing an argument during my office hours, but you should rely on Student Services or Adam Humanities for overall instruction in writing techniques. 
c. Guidelines for Papers 

i. A range: Organized around a coherent thesis statement and develops a logical argument; demonstrates ability to introduce new elements to analysis

ii. B range: Has a thesis and an argument; demonstrates comparative and analytical skills 

iii. C range: Lacks a thesis and argument; summarizes material; demonstrates passing knowledge of the material 

d. Papers with excessive grammatical errors and poor sentence structure will be downgraded.  If I correct your grammar or sentence structure more than five times, that is considered excessive.  

(7) Re-Grades – Re-grades are entertained following a 24-hour freeze and only in writing (email).  Please submit your request with several sentences explaining why you believe the grade is inappropriate.  Re-grade requests are not entertained in office hours, though I am more than happy to discuss your work during office hours. 

(8) Academic Honesty – Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will be shown zero tolerance.  Students are expected to complete their own, original, written work.  You may not recycle written work from previous classes; you may not copy from peers nor from books, articles, documents off the internet, and/or webpages.  The university’s official definition of plagiarism is located here: http://coursecat.sdsu.edu/catalog/UP.pdf (page 14).    The complete policy, including applied penalties, is listed in the SDSU Senate Policy Guidelines, beginning on page 37: http://senate.sdsu.edu/policy/policy_file.pdf.  Also, another easy link: http://csrr.sdsu.edu/academics1.html
(9) Disabilities – Students with documented learning disabilities will be accommodated.  Please communicate with me privately. 
(10) Office Hours – Office hours are for your benefit.  I encourage you to come by! 
Grading 

Participation – 10% 

Women’s History Assignment – 10% 

Midterm – 20 % 

Response Paper One –15%

Response Paper Two – 15%

Final – 30% 
Description of Grading

(1) Participation – Participation means active participation.  Active participation means attending class, completing all readings on time, but, more importantly, speaking up: offering opinions, asking questions, having a discussion.  Students who attend class but who are not active will not receive full credit for their participation grade. 
(2) Women’s History Assignment (Wednesday, February 6): There is no class on Friday, January 31 and Monday, February 4.  Instead, students will be asked to complete a reading assignment and write a short response paper.  Assignment presented in full on Wednesday, January 30. 

(3) Midterm (Wednesday, March 5):   Midterm will be closed-book, in-class, short essay exam.   Bring a blue book.  Do not write in pencil.   Make-ups are only scheduled in extreme, exceptional circumstances at the professor’s discretion. 

(4) Response Papers (Wednesday, March 26 AND Monday, April 21): You will be given a choice of prompts related to the reading and class discussions, and asked to respond in a formal, analytical essay of 5 pages. 
(5) Final Paper: Friday, May 19.  Your final paper assignment will require you to analyze a policy area, address competing viewpoints (i.e., liberal, conservative, republican, etc.), explain the current state-of-the-world, and argue for/against the current policies.  Paper is 9-10 pages.  Assignment delivered in full by Monday, April 28. 

Disclaimer

As the class proceeds, I reserve the right to modify the syllabus, the assignments, and the grading structure if the modification better accommodates students’ learning in the class.  Modifications will be communicated in class and via blackboard.
Schedule of Readings

Week One – Introduction 

Wednesday, January 23 – First Day of Class 
· Piscopo lecture: gender beliefs, gender roles, and institutions  
Friday, January 25 
· Rowland, pages 13-18 (“Inventing America” subsection). 

· Baker, Paula.  (1984). “The Domestication of Politics: Women and American Political Society, 1780-1920.”  American Historical Review 89 (3): 620-647.  (B)
Week Two – Suffrage History and Theoretical Frameworks
Monday, January 28 
· McCammon, Holly, et al.  (2004)  Excerpts from “Strategic Frame Amplification in the U.S. Women’s Suffrage Movement.”  Five page handout.  (B)

· Women’s Suffrage: Background.  Take the on-line exhibit tour at the National Museum of Women’s History website.  The first page is http://www.nmwh.org/exhibits/tour_1.html.  Clicking on “next” at the bottom of each page will allow you to advance; make sure you read the whole exhibit! 

Wednesday, January 30

· In class websites:

· http://happyfeminist.typepad.com/happyfeminist/2006/01/feminism_is_not.html
· Feminism Selections #1.  Two page handout.  (B)
· Andersen, Margaret.  (2006) Selections from Thinking About Women (pp 316-230).   (B)
Friday, February 1 – no class
Week Three – Getting to the 21st Century 
Monday, February 4 – no class
Wednesday, February 6
· Women’s History Assignment due 

· Piscopo lecture: review of concepts from Women’s History Assignment 

Friday, February 8

· Piscopo lecture: review of concepts from Women’s History Assignment #2. 
Week Four – Getting into Public Policy; Families 
Monday, February 11 

· Originally from Friday, Feb 8: McGlen, Nancy et al.  (2005)  Selections from Women, Politics, and American Society about the Equal Rights Amendment (pp 41-51).  (B)

Wednesday, February 13

· Originally from Monday, Feb 11: Feminism Selections #2.  Nine page handout.  (B)

· Originally from Monday, Feb 11:  MacKinnon, Catharine.  Selections: “Liberalism and the Death of Feminism” and “Keeping it Real.”  (B)

· Conway, Margaret, et al.  Chapter 1 (pp. 1-17).
Friday, February 15

· Conway. Chapter 7 (pp. 141-169).  
· Rowland.  Chapter 8, part (pp. 257-264). 
Week Five – Families  (con.) & Welfare 
Monday, February 18

· Conway. Chapter 8 (pp. 170-196). 

Wednesday, February 20

· Fraser, Nancy.  (1987)  “Women, Welfare, and the Politics of Need Interpretation.”  Thesis Eleven 17: 88-106.  (B)
Friday, February 22

· Mink, Gwendolyn.  (2001)  “Violating Women: Rights Abuses in the Welfare Police State.”  Annals of the American Academy of Political Science  577: 79-93.  
Week Six – Education; Employment 
Monday, February 25
· Conway. Chapter 2 (pp. 19-43).
· Read the short interview with Mary Ann Mason, author of the “Do Babies Matter” Study (http://www.grad.berkeley.edu/publications/thegraduate/2007/2007_parent_rap.pdf)
Wednesday, February 27
· Conway. Chapter 5 (pp. 90-122).
· Rowland. Chapter 9 (pp. 381-395). 
Friday, February 29

· Williams, Joan C. (et al).  University of California, Hastings College of Law. “’Opt Out’ or Pushed Out?: How the Press Covers Work/Family Conflict.”  http://www.uchastings.edu/site_files/WLL/OptOutPushedOut.pdf. 

Week Seven – Employment Continued
Monday, March 3

· Rowland.  Chapter 7 parts
· Pages 177-185 (skip box on pages 179-181)

· Pages 192-198 (skip boxes on pages 194-197)

· Pages 210-215
· Midterm Review 

Wednesday, March 5

· Midterm 
Friday, March 7

· Burk, Martha. “Mixed Messages in the Marketplace” and “Old Barriers; New Solutions” (pp. 1-30 in Course Packet).  
Week Eight –Employment wrap-up; Sexual Harassment 
Monday, March 10

· Featherstone, Lisa.  Selections from Selling Women Short (pp. 31-68 in Course Packet).  
· Also visit the official homepage of the Walmart Class Action Lawsuit: http://www.walmartclass.com/public_home.html.  Look for the 2007 updates on the “Case Development” page and the “For the Press” Page. 

Wednesday, March 12
· MacKinnon, Catharine.  (1979 [2005]).  “The Sexual Harassment of Working Women.”  In Violence Against Women: Classic Papers (pp. 75-97).  (B)

· Anita Hill Reading. Seven page handout.  (B)

· More on Anita Hill: Rowland (pp. 622-623). 
Friday, March 14

· Review Conway pages 105-108.
· MacKinnon, Catharine.  (2002)  “The Logic of Experience: The Development of Sexual Harassment Law.”  Georgetown Law Journal  90 (813).  (B)

· Rowland. Chapter 7, part (pp. 224-234).    
Week Nine – Women and Violence – the Military
Monday, March 17

· Andersen, Margaret.  (2006) Selections from Thinking About Women (pp. 276-279).  (B)

· Burke, Carole.  (2004)  “Military Culture.” In Camp All-American, Hanoi Jane, and the High-and Tight, (pp. 69-76 in Course Packet).  
Wednesday, March 19

· News Selections on Sexual Assault in the Military.  (B)
Thursday, March 20 – Response Paper One topics posted on Blackboard
Friday, March 21

· Solaro, Erin.  Introduction (pp. 7-23) and Chapter 5 (pp. 145-194).  
Week Ten – Women in the Military (con.) 
Monday, March 24

· Solaro, Erin.  Chapter 6 (pp. 195-238) and Chapter 7, read (pp. 251-264) and skim rest.
Wednesday, March 26
· Solaro, Erin.  Chapter 8. 
· Response Paper One due
Friday, March 28

· Lynndie England news article: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/3691753.stm. 

· Finlay, Barbara, “Pawn, Scapegoat, or Collaborator?”  and Karpinski, Janis, with Tara McKelvey, “Lynndie England in Love” (pp. 77-88 in Course Packet). 
· Follow-up news article: http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/27/national/27england.html.
Spring Break 
Week Eleven – Women and Violence – Laws and Policies
Monday, April 7

· Rowland.  Chapter 13, part (pp. 594-606) and Chapter 15, all (pp. 731-749).  
Wednesday, April 9
· Conway, pages 210-217.

· Rowland, Chapter 14, part (pp. 658-694).

Friday, April 11

· Read the policy brief on the 1994/2000 Violence Against Women Act, written by the office of Senator Herb Kohl (D-Wisconsin): http://kohl.senate.gov/pdf/VAWA.pdf
· Rowland, Chapter 14, rest (pp. 694-707). 

Week Twelve – Women and Violence – MOBs and Trafficking 
Monday, April 14
· Explore the webpage of the Family Violence Prevention Fund: http://www.endabuse.org/vawa/.  Take a look at the following pages: “VAWA History” (http://www.endabuse.org/vawa/display.php?DocID=34005) and “Fact Sheets” (http://www.endabuse.org/vawa/display.php?DocID=34001).  For “Fact Sheets,” look at some of the links to background about the 2005 VAWA Reauthorization. 
· Conyers, John.  (2007)  “The 2005 Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act: Why Congress Acted to Expand Protections to Immigrant Victims.”  Violence Against Women 13 (5): 457-468.  (B)
Tuesday, April 15 – Response Paper Two topics posted on Blackboard

Wednesday, April 16
· Lloyd, Kathryn A.  (2000)  “Wives for Sale: The Modern International Mail-Order Bride Industry.”  Northwestern Journal of International Law and Business, pages 341-367.  Read through page 359; skim the rest.  (B)
· Tahirih Justice Center (based in Virginia).  “Frequently Asked Questions, International Marriage Broker Regulation Act of 2005.”  Download at: http://tjc.neuron.com/legal/docs/Top10IMBRAFAQs(Updated32607).pdf.  (B)
Friday, April 18
· Rowland on international sex trade, pages 616-620.

· Hughes, Donna.  (2001)  “The ‘Natasha’ Trade: Transnational Sex Trafficking.”  National Institute of Justice Journal, pages 9-15.  (B) 
· Optional:  Chapkis, Wendy.   (2003)  “Trafficking, Migration, and the Law: Protecting Innocents, Punishing Immigrants.”  Gender & Society  17: 923-936.  (B)
Week Thirteen – Reproductive Rights – Introduction  
Monday, April 21 

· Rowland, Chapter 4, part (pp. 90-106).

· Conway, pages 72-75 (“Contraception”). 
· Response Paper Two Due. 
Wednesday, April 23
· Cooney, Eleanor.  (2004)  “The Way It Was.”  Mother Jones  Sept/Oct 29 (5): pp 50-58.  (B)
· Rowland, pages 106-113.

Friday, April 25
· Rowland, Chapter 4, remainder (pp. 113-137).
· Conway, pages 75-79 (“Abortion”).  

· Optional, companion piece to Rowland: Nossiff, Rosemary.  (2007)  “Gendered Citizenship: Women, Equality, and Abortion Policy.”  New Political Science 29 (1): 61-76.   (B)
Weekend of April 25: Final Paper Assignments will be posted on Blackboard.  

Start thinking about your topic!
Week Fourteen – Reproductive Rights – Fetal Abuse and New Technologies
Monday, April 28

· Velez, Esdras.  “Old Habits Are Hard to Change: The Fetal Abuse Debate.”  (B) 

· Rowland, Chapter 8, part (pp 318-330). 
Wednesday, April 30

· Schivas, Tricha and Sonya Charles.  “Behind Bars or Up on a Pedestal” (pp 89-98 in Course Packet). 

· Conway, pages 79-82 (“Assisted Reproductive Technologies”). 

Friday, May 2

· Rowland, Chapter 10, part (pp. 404-450).  
· Bring in one paragraph objective for final paper. 
Week Fifteen – Reproductive Rights – the Policies of George W. Bush  
Monday, May 5
· Rowland, Chapter 10, continued (pp. 404-450). 
Wednesday, May 7

· Rowland, Chapter 8, parts: (297-307) and (348-351).
· Start: Finlay, Barbara.  George W. Bush and the War on Women.  Chapters 1-4.  (B)

Friday, May 9 
· Finlay, Barbara.  George W. Bush and the War on Women.  Chapters 1-4.  (B)
Friday, May 16 – Final Paper Due 
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